
ItÕs hard to believe that this is my final newsletter as the President of the NIAHCA.  While it will 
be two years in December when I first took this job, sometimes it seems as if I just started, and to 
my way of thinking that is the way it should be. That is the point I want to make in this column.  

Many of you have very graciously encouraged me to continue on as 
President, citing your thoughts on my job performance and the condition of 
the club.  While I am flattered by those comments, it is time for me to move 
on, for several reasons.  Aside from JeffÕs comment to Òquit while they still 
like youÓ, there are larger, less personal reasons for me to stop. 

When I took this position, I did so because I firmly believed that it was my 
turn to Òstep-upÓ and give something back to this club for the hours of fun 
that I had enjoyed during our first several years of membership.  I also felt, 
and I continue to feel that it should never be a burden and certainly not a 

Òlife sentenceÓ to become an officer. My term has never been the first (a burden) and I refuse to 
allow it to become the second (a life sentence). It has been a privilege and an honor to hold this 
office, and I encourage others to do as I did and Òstep-upÓ. 

When I accepted the Office I put in place a succession plan of Vice President Ð President Ð 
Delegate for three reasons.  The first was to provide continuity in leadership and assure that there 
would always be experienced people in places of responsibility. The second was to establish 
terms-of-office, under the belief that people will be more willing to accept an office if there is a 
firm end date.  The third is that I believe it is a mistake for a club to become identified with just 
one person.  I donÕt ever want the NIAHCA to be known as Jan FreersÕ or anyone elseÕs ÒclubÓ.   
There are many members who can and should lead and the diversity makes us strong. 

So, when my term is complete, I am going to move on to the position of Delegate. I am not 
exhausted or burned-out, it has been a fast two years; I donÕt hate the NIACHA (and hopefully 
they donÕt hate me), but most of all, once my term as Delegate is complete, after a rest, I will 
consider accepting an office again, if asked.  I truly believe that is the way it is supposed to work, 
and I believe just as strongly that I HAVE to set that precedent, not just for me, but for future 
officers and those who might consider holding an office. 

I will have some reflections on my term in the next ÔOutspokenÕ.  In the meantime, I hope to see 
everyone at the Halloween and Christmas Parties! 

JAN
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LEMON CREEK

Maybe they came because the 
weather was perfect.
Or maybe it was because of the 
Bel-Airs, or the fact that they 
played longer. 
The prizes and raffles were great; 
maybe it was because of that. 
Possibly it was the food.
Or maybe it was 
because of the wine.  
Maybe it was because 
they had not had the 
car out for a while and 
wanted to Ògo 
somewhereÓ.
Maybe it was all of 
these or combinations, 
there-of.   

But come they did.  
After last yearÕs record 
setting turnout, the 
2007 Lemon Creek 
Winery All British Car 
Field Day set another attendance 
record in 2008!  The chairman, 
NIAHCA Vice President Kurt 
Anderson 
had a feeling 
that it was 
going to be 
ÒgoodÓ and 
he was 
absolutely spot-on!  76 cars and an 
estimated crowd of over 200 
descended on the Lemon Creek 
Winery for a day of Automobiles, 
Music, Wine and Food. 

 for her constant promotion of the 
event and fielding many inquirys, 
emails and phone calls. Certainly it 

is imperative that 
we mention Tim 
Lemon and the 
entire Lemon 
Family for their 
effort and 
support, without 
which, the event 
would not be 
possible.  

Whenever an attempt is made to 
recognize people 
for their efforts, 
there are 
inevitably 
omissions, so letÕs 
just recognize for 
everyone in the 
NIAHCA for their 
efforts.  Whether 

it was parking cars, working the 
registration table, selling raffle 
tickets, putting up or taking down 
signs, or simply being available to 
meet and greet the other car 
owners, it is all essential to running 

a great event, and Lemon Creek 
has certainly become that.  It has 
not happened by accident.  Thanks 
to all who came and particularly 
those who worked.  Lets all do 
what we can to make next yearÕs 
show, 
LUCKY NO. 
13 even 
better!

What once was known as 
the Òbest British car show 
that no-one ever heard 

ofÓ, has become an 
event that is known, 
is being talked 
about in 
British car 
circles and 
increasingl

y is becoming a requisite 
on calendars all over the 
area.  What members of 
the NIAHCA have 
known for years, (this 
was number 12) is 

becoming common 
knowledge; Lemon 
Creek is FUN!

And FUN it was!  
For whatever reason 
that people decided 
to come, there was 
something for 
everyone, and with 
the Bel-Airs playing 
for an additional hour, 
more food, more cars, 
more people, there was 
more fun for longer. 

The results of the 
popularity voting follow , but 
because this is the main event, we 
will be remiss if we donÕt recognize 
first of all the entire Northern 
Indiana Austin Healey Club for 
their efforts and participation.  It is 
also necessary to recognize some 

individuals for 
their efforts:  
Kurt Anderson, 
with more than 
just a little help 
from wife and 
Club Treasurer 
Vella, for 

chairing this event (and  singing 
the Armadillo song), Jack and 
Nancy Summers for handling the 
prizes, Al Malin for the excellent 
website work, making Lemon 
Creek the point of emphasis, as 
well as doing the photography and 
video work at the show , President 
Jan Freers for  the show, and 



This Healey Season was OUTSTANDING!

Conclave Õ07- Healeys in the hills

 September Õ07 Healey Marque. 

As usual this has been another busy ÒHealeyÓ season. Since the last OUTSPOKEN we began with the trip to 
Conclave Õ07 in Vermont and ended with the Septemberfest in Brown County, IN.  In between there has 
been a lot of miles traveled, good times had, and a few problems solved along the way.  Through it all, the 
members of the NIACHA have laughed, w orked, and generally enjoyed the summer.  What follows is a 
recap of those events along with a bit of commentary from your editor in the process.  ED

The largest NIAHCA contingent ever made the trip to 
the Green Mountain State in search of the things that 

have made that State a haven for summer vacationers for years.  Divided into two travel 
groups, the nine cars took either 3 or 4 days to make the five states journey to enjoy the 
scenery, cool temperatures, and serenity of New England in the 
summer. 

Not surprisingly , the trip out and back was a substantial part of 
the event as the groups wandered the byways of Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New 
York, to and from Indiana and V ermont. Because the routes chosen traversed the 
State of New York on the diagonal, its features became a substantial part of the trip.  
As has been the custom, two lane State Roads were the preferred routes with side journeys through 
places like the Finger Lakes region and Corning included.  The two groups met the last night out in 
Cazenovia, NY for the final leg of the trip, which wandered through the Adirondacks and concluded 
with a car ferry across Lake Champlain into Burlington. 

The weather during the travels to and from was as advertised: warm 
summer days, cool crisp nights, in short, ideal travel weather.  The 
weather at the Conclave was HOT!  Unbelievably so, actually. Record high 
temperatures were set three of the five days of the event 
with the thermometer getting close to 100 degrees F all 
three days.

Even though the heat made for some uncomfortable driving at times, there was very 
little if any effect on the events, which were well run, well attended, and Fun!  It is 
difficult to mention any highlights, because there were so many , but among those 
ÒexclusiveÕ to this Conclave, one would have to name the rally through the Appalachian Gap, the luncheon 
at the Von Trapp family lodge, the dinner cruise on Lake Champlain, the hill climb, and the downhill 
slalom.  For a more complete account of the events, see the

Through all of these events, the NIAHCA encountered, endured, diagnosed (with one exception) but 
ultimately repaired (with the same exception) some of the most unlikely , unusual, but also numerous 
mechanical problems, in the travel history of the club.  More on this phenomenon in the In the Rear View  

News Shorts



Despite the travails, the concurrence was that it was a fun and successful event.  
For their efforts, the NIAHCA posted two aw ards, with Jack and Nancy Summers 
receiving a fourth place in the super competitive BJ8 Two Light class in the 
Popularity Car Show and Jeff and Jan Freers receiving a fourth place in the TSD 
Rally.  Congratulations to the winners and everyone who made the trip!

The contingent that endured the heat of the excursion to Vermont returned to the Midwest to be greeted 
with seasonably hot temperatures (but fortunately a nice wind) at the Gilmore Car Museum in Hickory 
Corners, MI for this ever popular All British car show .   As usual The Mad Dogs put on another great show 
with the featured Marque this year being the Singer.  For those who are not familiar with this rare Marque, 
it was an aluminum over wood coach built car that lasted into the Ô60s.  There were 11 of the estimated 40+ 
cars registered in the US at this show.  

Although the heat seemed to keep the participation in the usually popular auto games down, there were 
still nearly 400 cars in attendance, with popularity voting for all of the major Marques.  As has been 
customary for the NIAHCA, which was represented by 7 cars, we captured 2 of the three Austin Healey 

rdawards, with John and Rita Eslinger capturing 3  place with their Tri-Carb and Dillard and Robbie Fletcher 
stcapturing 1  with their 100-4. Congratulations to all who attended!

Woodward Avenue, also known as Michigan Highway 1 is a 26-mile stretch of road running from 
downtown Detroit, on a tangent straight to Pontiac, MI.  In a town know as the ÒMotor CityÓ, it is ground 
zero, Mecca, the Holy Grail. Whatever you want to call it, it is where the best of what the automotive world 
has to offer is on display on a daily basis.  Has been for years. Will be for many more to come.  If you want 
to display, have critiqued, race (if you dare) or otherwise exhibit an automotive conveyance, Woodward 
Ave. is the place to do it. Everyone, even the auto industry execs know it.  If it is accepted on Woodward 
Avenue, you have a winner. 

All of this is unofficial of course, except for one day a year. On that one day (this year it was on August 18), 
the ÔunofficialÕ label comes off and Woodward becomes the site of and the venue for the worlds largest Car 
Show and Cruise. 

For these reasons and a few more, the Freers and Summers made the ÒsceneÓ at the Õ08 version of the 
Dream Cruise. 

It would be futile to attempt to describe this event in any way other than with statistics.  (It would be like 
trying to describe the Normandy invasion. ed)  Suffice it to say that an event that involves an estimated 
Forty Thousand Cars and something over 1.2 Million people is larger than life.  The only suggestion is to see it 
yourself.  Anyone who has any interest in automobiles of any vintage, configuration, or form should see it 
at least once.  It is that stupendous. 

Mad Dogs and Englishmen

The Dream Cruise

News Shorts continued
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The National Ice Cream Social 

Septemberfest

The premise of this event as envisioned by the AHCA is to provide a venue to 
put our cars on display in a public forum in order to promote the Marque and 
also membership in our club.  This year, our local event was hosted at the 
home of our local ice cream advocate (who better??) Fred Fribley, with more 
than just a  
Little assistance from Connie.  Thanks to them both!!!

The event began with a carry-in luncheon highlighted by burgers and brats in the shade on FredÕs deck with 
the usual parking lot kibitzing in the driveway .  After the meal that featured ravenous consumption that 
barely grazed the food available, it was off for the drive, or the ÒpublicÓ segment of the event.  

The caravan of seven Healeys left FredÕs Warsaw home for the rural back roads of North Central Indiana 
and the small towns USA that they traverse. When was the last time an Austin Healey cruised the streets of 
Akron, Indiana? Or Talma? Or Athens? Or Mentone? 
Well, the caravan saw all of them, or even better, they all saw the caravan.  Heads were turned, thumbs were 
raised, and fingers were pointed.  Smiles were given and received.  It was truly a happening for us as well as 
them. 

When the line of cars finally wound its way back to FredÕs driveway, it was time for the signature event of 
the day, the ICE CREAM!  With plenty of the cream and a plethora of toppings, it was a soda jerks 
wonderland. With the battle cry of Òthe diet begins next weekÓ everyone dug in.  Second and third helpings 
were the rule rather than the exception.  There were no final tallyÕs made, no one was keeping track, (mostly 
to protect the guilty) but copious consumption was not only accepted, but instead, encouraged!   For all of 
us in attendance (burp) it is an event (burp) we will plan to attend every year!

Coming on the heels of Lemon Creek (see Lemon Creek), for the second consecutive year, a contingent of 
NIAHCA members made the trek to beautiful Brown County , Indiana for the Septemberfest, the annual 
event conducted by the Central Indiana Austin Healey Club. This two-day ev ent features a Friday night 
hospitality tent as well as the always-entertaining Funkhana Games.  

Saturday began with a Popularity Show (with a twist) and then a Poker Run Rally through the splendor of 
Brown County .  The day continued with an awards banquet at Brown County State Park, and ended back at 
the hospitality tent with the Central IndianaÕs special brewed concoction commonly known as ÒSchnidersÓ.  
It was just what was needed to take the chill off of a crisp Southern Indiana evening!

The awards were numerous and the NIAHCA  was well represented by the six cars in attendance, with the 
most notable being First Place going to Fred Fribley and Connie Wagner in the Poker Run with an Ace high 
flush!  The rest of the results follow.  Congratulations to everyone who attended! 

News Shorts continued
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NORTHERN INDIANA 
AUSTIN HEALEY CLUB

FRIGHT FEST Ô07
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27

3:00 p.m.  to ???

At Kurt & V ella AndersonÕs
186 South   150 East
Valparaiso, IN 46383
RSVP (219) 462-3283 ASAP or by October 24

Please bring a dish along with any specialty drink you may wish.  (Beer and 
soft drinks to be provided by club).
Put on your most creative Halloween Costume (to be judged by BJ8 Registry 
Officials)
Also bring a Carved/decorated Pumpkin with candle (to be judged by BJ8 
Registry Officials).
HAYRIDE (weather permitting) and BONFIRE
For those wishing overnite accommodations close by:

Fairfield Inn by Marriott   (219) 465-6225
2101 East Morthland Dr., Valparaiso

Hampton Inn & Suites   (219) 531-6424
1451 Silhavy Road, Valparaiso
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Anderson, Kurt/V ella kvand@verizon.net
Busch-Farmer, Claire Lifetime Member
Beacon, Roger r.beacon40@comcast.net
Crowninshield, Roy/Linda roycrowninshield@comcast.net
Cummings, Andrew/Rita N/A
Danielowicz, Tricia/T ed Sult agm622@aol.com
Derickson, Gary gjderickson@aol.com
Durham, Emily    ebcdurham@yahoo.com
Eslinger, John/Rita jnreslinger@sbcglobal.net
Fletcher, James/Robbie rfletcher73@comcast.net
Freers, Jeff/Jan jjfreers@yahoo.com 
Fribley, Fred Frib@kconline.com
Handcock, John/Nina jh@hancockinc.com
Harding, Larry/Janice ldharding@sbcglobal.net
Heathcote, Frank/Diana fdheath@clss.net
Hoekstra, Louis/Carol lhoekstra@triton.net
Hudelson, David/Judy N/A
Hutchinson, John/Sue jhutch66@sbcglobal.net 
Jackson, Charles/Karen chujac@aol.com
Korbecki, Jim N/A
LaPierre, Mark/Kathleen mgtrcars@galaxyinternet.net
Luebke, Walter/Edith N/A
Mahnensmith, Tim/Renee frogeye77@aol.com
Malin, Al/June malin@michiana.org
Needler, Chris/Mary Rose NMCI2000@hotmail.com
Needler, Jonathan/Andy jneedler@needlersales.com

Overley, Jack/Ann jdoaho@aol.com
Patty, David/Kathy davepatty2187@hotmail.com
Reed, Steve/Susan stevereed52@yahoo.com
Rupe, Frank/Elizabeth N/A
Schmidt, Mike/Carolyn mscs86@aol.com
Seurynck, John jseurynck@charter.net
Smith, Richard/Ramona N/A
Snider, Larry/Joyce lsnider@indy.rr .com
Stafford, Rudy/Sharon N/A
Stagg, Ralph/Trisha N/A
Summers, Jack/Nancy jnsummers@netnitco.net
Szymanski, Zibi/Eva zibiszymek@hotmail.com
Terry, Lottie N/A
Wicker, Frank/Cheryl N/A
 Yager, Robert/Ann bayager1@verizon.net

Rice, Tom/Laurie Capri@netnitco.net
Wheeler, Tom/Pam paw80a@aol.com
Bartel, Ray N/A
Kobek, Theresa/Dante N/A
Madrid, Bob/Bev bbmadrid1@msn.com
Rans, John /Judy N/A
Renz, Tim/Phyllis N/A
Wienhorst, Kurt clever99@hotmail.com

               Local Membership

2007 Membership List updated as of March 2, 2007
There has been serval request to provide a list of NIAHC memberÕs birthdays.  Below is a start to the list, please E-mail me John Eslinger at
Jnreslinger@sbcglobal.net if you have any additional members to add to the list. Thanks, John

January
 23 Ted Sult

February
9 Tim Mahnensmith
17 Jeff Freers

March
11 Andrea Needler
31 Jack Summers

April
ReneeÕ Mahnensmith

May
19 Rita Eslinger

June
5 Nancy Summers
22 Tricia Stagg

July
4 Tricia Danielowicz
15 Anne Overley
17 Gary Derickson
22 John Eslinger

August
3 Vella Anderson
20 Jan Freers

September
12 Jack Overley
26 Jon Needler

October

November
3 Diana Heathcote

December
3 Kurt Anderson
3 Fred Fribley
26 Frank Heathcote
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Jeff Freers, Editor

Jeff Freers, Editor

I have always taken a great deal of pride in the reliability of the cars in our club.  Considering there are few professional 
restorations in our midst, and we all do our own service and repairs, my opinion is that it has been exemplary.   In fact, I 
have used it as a subject of more than one boast over the years. With a few notable exceptions, when the NIAHCA 
travels, we get there, we get home, and with very few, if any problems. 

Considering we all know that there are some inherent weaknesses in these cars (everyone together nowÉ say: Òfuel pumpÓ) but nothing that 
a short fix on the road or in the parking lot doesnÕt take care of.  In fact, mechanical problems generally are more a subject of amusement 
than of consternation or worry.

So you can list me as one of those who was absolutely shocked at the problems encountered by the large group that traveled to the 2007 
Conclave in Vermont. For the record, of the eight cars (the ninth, being the SchmidtÕs, who trailered their car, doesnÕt count) making the 
almost 2,000 mile round trip there and back, everyone got nicked somehow. 

 The experience obviously begs several questions:  What happened? Are we slipping?  Are these cars getting too old to trust?  Was it simply 
Òbad luckÓ?  Did the percentages with such a large group catch up with us?  Even with our experience, are there things we still donÕt know? 

Rather than chronicle all of the problems (we DO have to have something to talk about at events!) in an attempt to find answers, IÕll mention 
a couple of extremes.  Obviously the worst was the confounding electrical and charging problem encountered by Frank and Diana Heathcote, 
necessitating them leaving their car in New York and returning to retrieve it on a trailer.  The least, and certainly the least mechanical, but not 
the potentially least expensive to fix was the fuel overflow experienced by Jack and Nancy Summers at the Popularity Show.  Fortunately, 
the crazed paint was buffed out without further ado.  

Between the two extremes was a myriad of problems that ranged from the ordinary: a flat tire, to the bizarre: a severed fan blade 
necessitating a radiator repair. In addition, there were broken hoses, loose wires, a leaky carburetor jet, just to hit the high spots.  To our 
credit, with the exception of the HeathcoteÕs problem, the repairs were made en-route, with only minimal delays and no missed events. 
Everyone else made it home intact.  

But, in looking at the problems to determine a cause, it becomes evident that it was not so much one of the above reasons, but rather, in some 
ways, all of them.

Lets begin with the obvious. On a straight percentage basis, a larger group is going to have more problems than a small one. It doesnÕt matter 
what kind or the age of cars we are driving; that is a fact.  Does that mean that we donÕt want as many cars to go? Absolutely not.  There is 
safety in numbers, weÕll accept and deal with the risk.   

The two questions: Are we slipping? and, Are these cars getting too old to trust?; are two sides to the same coin.  When confronted with the 
problems we encountered, the common phrase was ÒWell I neverÉÓ. The past reliability record of our club has too an extent fostered a bit of 
a Òtake for grantedÓ view that possibly needs re-examination.  When we consider that the NEWEST car with the Austin Healey name on it is 
now 38 years old with the oldest being some 55 years, issues that never have been considered, are now in play. 

Until now, we almost never had to give consideration to things like metal fatigue, or plastic fatigue, or rubber fatigue.  If a component was 
intact and worked, it was fine. Things made of those materials were replaced when they broke, which was not very often.  It may be time to 
re-examine that regimen.  It may not be good enough, because the Ònever beforeÓ is happening ÒtodayÓ.  It may be time to begin to chronicle 
the ages of components of our cars, and replace aging parts even if they appear to be ÒfineÓ. The alternative as we found out is not all that 
much fun. 

Even considering all of this, there was an element of bad luck in this.  While some of the problems had been Òheard ofÓ or experienced 
before, the sheer number was extraordinary, even for the size of our group.   Three or four Òonce in a lifetimeÓ problems on one trip was 
unusual by any standards. 

Having said that, not all of the luck was bad.  The odds of locating an OPEN Foreign Car Repair Shop at 4:00 PM on Saturday afternoon in 
Ithica, NY for a radiator repair were about equivalent to drawing to an inside straight.  The fact that the owner was knowledgeable, helpful 
and friendly, takes the odds to the lottery winning range. With the other problems, we either had or were quickly able to locate parts and we 
were in places where repairs could be facilitated.  

We certainly were not lucky, but we were also not as unlucky as we could have been.  

Even considering the problems, I think most of those that made the trip to Conclave Õ07 had a great time and would travel again.  My 
concern is for those who have never made the attempt and after hearing these stories, will now never try.  That may be the long-term 
misfortune in this whole adventure.  

I would remind them that we are constantly learning more about these cars and even though that knowledge base will change as they enter 
their fifth decade, it will be learned, and applied.  

Remember, even after fifty-years, owing an Austin Healey is fun, and they ARE meant to be driven!  We simply need to eliminate the 
consequences of doing so. 



NI AHC 
Regalia Store

Both Limited Edition prints are still available for a great price. Only $60.00 and we ship them to youfree. Both prints measure 22 x 12 print and ready toframe. Mounted on acid-free paper and signed by artist Curt V. Sochocki. These make wonderfulChristmas gifts..  
ORDER NOW! Make check payableto NIAHC  Regalia c/o John Eslinger, 3834 PalominoCirlce, 2A, South Bend, IN 46628

“Rally at Richards”

“Slice of Life”We are in the planning stage of Print #3 soon to be announced. Look for details in future “Outspoken
 Events Award ResultsLemon Creek British Car Field DayBest of Show Carl & Betty Young - 1958 MGA1st Place Mark & Mickalak - 1960 MGA Coupe2nd Place Marna & Loran Prine - 1960 Triumph TR3A3rd Place Bernie & Leslie Lamp - 1965 Austin Healey 3000 MK IIAwards of ExcellanceKurt Wienhorst - 1967 MGB-GT SpecialJim Kolbecki - 1967 Jaguar E-Type FHCSteve Olmstead - 1962 Triumph MayflowerThe Lemon Family Award was presented to Mike and Cathy Peterson with their beautiful 1959 Triumph TR3ASeptemberfest Awards ResultsThe Northern Indiana Austin Healey Club was represented well at the SEPTEMBERFEST,with the following awards being received by our club members:

CLASS V Kurt and Vella Anderson - 2nd PlaceAwards of ExcellenceJeff and Jan FreersJack and Ann OverleyJack and Nancy SummersRallye - Poker Run Fred Fribley and Connie Wagner 1st Place and Overall Winner
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