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Outspoken Contributor’s

Season’s Greetings!

I really enjoyed our Christmas 
party this year - a good time 
was had by all! I’m thankful 
that we can meet and enjoy 
time together. 

The Market Street Grill provided great food 
and service in a beautiful setting. Many 
thanks again to Rose for all her efforts in 
making the arrangements. 

Looking back over the past year I think we 
had many nice activities. After the holidays it’s 
time to start thinking about 2024. Please share 
any ideas you may have for any type of 
gatherings, activities, etc. We try to balance 
out the locations of activities since club 
members are spread out across northern 
Indiana and into Michigan.

I wish everyone a happy Holiday season and a 
healthy and happy New Year!

Pete

http://niahc.org
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This year’s Christmas Party was a HUGE Success, thanks to Rose 
Meldrum and Pete Van Blaricum for getting Market Street Grill in 
Wabash, Indiana on-board for the party. The dinner was OUTSTANDING! 
After ordering dinner, we enjoyed a few games of Trivia. 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Winners of the Trivia games 
Game #1. DIANA HEATHCOTE                     Game #2  DICK MELDRUM 

Christmas Party continues on page 8 

CHRISTMAS PARTY Dec 2, 2023

         GUYS                                     GALS

http://niahc.org
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MAY TBA    Date/Location NIAHC Lunch Cruise-in 

JUNE 
June 2nd   (Sun)  Fort Meigs British Car Show, Perrysburg, Ohio 
June 15th  (Sat)  Cars & Coffee Cord Museum 
                             Lunch  at Jon and Peg’s Garage 
                             Museum tour/downtown shopping, Auburn, Indiana  
June 23rd (Sun)  Michiana Brits British Car Show, Notre Dame, In 

JULY
July 13th (Sat)     Concours D’Elegance Copshaholm, South Bend, In. 
July 14th (Sun)    Mad Dogs & Englishmen British Car Show 
                              Hickory Corners, Mi. 
July 27th (Sat)     Rolling into Roanoke, Roanoke, In. 
                                 rollingintoroanoke.com/rolling-into-roanoke- 

AUGUST
Aug 10th (Sat)      Indy British Motor Day, Zionsville, In. 
Aug TBD      Date/Location NIAHC Lunch Cruise-in 

SEPTEMBER
Sept 15-19th         AHCA Conclave, Sheboygan, Wi. 2024conclave.com

OCTOBER     TBA Fall Color Tour 

NOVEMBER     TBA 

DECEMBER     (Sat) 7th South Bend TBA

Happy Healeying!

2024 NIAHC EVENTS CALENDAR

H E A L E Y  H A P P E N I N GS !

http://niahc.org
http://2024conclave.com
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Good afternoon, Everyone!  We hope you enjoy this installment of our 
newsletter, and this little historical segment which is focused on the 
Conclave held in 2001 in Grand Rapids, MN.  A number of NIAHC 

members attended that event, either driving through Chicago or going up through the UP 
and along the southern shore of Lake Superior.  Either way it was a haul to get there.  

Pictures #1 and 2 show Kurt and Vella Anderson’s 
1957 100-6 which had just been restored.  
Unfortunately, a problem developed with the newly 
rebuilt engine, causing an immediate need for a 
trailer.  Kurt says that this happened in the wilds of 
Northern Michigan, the middle of nowhere.  While 
they were trying to decide what to do, a guy on his 
way to Conclave hauling a racing Healey on a trailer, 

stopped to see if he could help.  When the problem was 
explained to him, he said he would just back his car off the 
trailer and drive it to 
Conclave, and Kurt 
could put his car on the 
trailer.  This was done 
(picture #3) and 

everyone got to Grand Rapids safely.  What a nice guy!

The only wrinkle developed when Kurt had to get the car back to Valparaiso.  The only way 
was to rent a U-Haul trailer and a very large truck to pull it.  Unfortunately, Kurt had no 
experience driving one of these monster trucks and he had to go right through Chicago to 
get home.  He says it was an absolute nightmare, but that he made it with no problems.  I 
don’t think he would want to do that again, however.
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A BLAST FROM THE PAST!
By Club Historian, Jon Needler

http://niahc.org
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Pictures #4 and 5 show 
Kurt and Vella taking 
time out from the fun 

times they were having 
for a little relaxation on 

the water, as is Jack 
Overly.  There were 

some absolutely 
beautiful lakes all around the Grand Rapids area and a lot of the 

folks made use of them.  The weather was great the whole time.

Picture #6 shows three nice 
BT-7 Healey’s in front of 

Ruttger’s Sugar Lake Lodge in  
Grand Rapids.  I’m not sure 

who owns the one on the left, 
but Schmidt’s and Needler’s 

still own the other two.

When the Conclave was over a group of us motored over to 
the Lake Michigan shore just south of Milwaukee and 
caught the SS Badger for a ferry ride across the 

lake to the Michigan side somewhere around Muskegon,  
about seventy 

miles as I recall;  from there we drove home 
uneventfully.  Picture #7 shows yours truly 
getting ready to disembark and #8 shows the cars 
leaving.  The 2001 Conclave faded into history.

That’s it for now, except to wish all a Merry

Christmas and a Happy New Year!

5JON

http://niahc.org
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2500 random pictures:  

7 Lemon Creeks, 5-Conclaves , 
5 local car show events 2-
Spring Things and 6 Tune-Ups 
along with tours and different 
outtings! 

SanDisk flash drive for $25.00  
includes shipping, the drive and all 
2500 pictures. Contact John Eslinger 

     jnreslinger@gmail.com

Support your club 
with a piece of NIAHC 
history! 

Photo’s by Al Malin

MEMBER’S CORNER

Terry and Marsha 
Kinney of South 
Bend, IN  Their 
1962 AUSTIN 
HEALEY SPRITE 
MKII purchased 
and restored 
2012. It recently 
had some 
upgrades with 
more to come!

ITS TIME TO RENEW  

YOUR 

2024 MEMBERSHIP! 

$20.00 for LOCAL OR 

$80.00 NATIONAL 

See page 10

Jennifer Weismatel Davis 

Jenn is looking for her 
Grandfather Malcolm Terry’s 66 
BJ8 and 65 BJ8 (Not pictured 
Old English White with Red 
interior.) It was actually her 
Grandmother’s Healey (Lottie 
Terry.) Both cars were sold 
many years ago, but if anyone 

knows who bought 
them or where they 
are, please contact 
Jennifer. 

jldavis4@aol.com

https://healeyclub.org/content.aspx?
page_id=60&club_id=215328

mailto:jldavis4@aol.com
https://healeyclub.org/content.aspx?page_id=60&club_id=215328
https://healeyclub.org/content.aspx?page_id=60&club_id=215328
http://niahc.org
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2024conclave.com healeyclub.org

Historic Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin | September 15 – 20

http://niahc.org
http://2024conclave.com
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Christmas Party Gift Exchange
Anna and I took a few pictures of the group during the Christmas gift exchange. Anna 
Firnhaber, aka, Ms Santa Claus did a great job stepping in for Santa Bob Yager this 
year. 30 MEMBERS enjoyed Christmas Gift exchange with some (Spirited 
Stealing). SORRY that we didn’t get everyone’s picture!
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UNTIL NEXT  YEAR!

And Happy New Year!

http://niahc.org
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Pete’s Fall Color Tour

Fall Color Drive Oct 24th 
What a beautiful day for a drive! 
Mid seventies temps with some 
sunshine. Turned out to be the 
last day of the year that top down 
driving was possible. We cruised 
along Lake Michigan toward 
South Haven where we had lunch 

and on the way home stopped at a hilltop winery 
with fantastic views of the surrounding countryside. 
Old car cruises are often not without issues and this 
trip was no exception. Richar’s Jaguar developed a 
deflated tire. Fortunately he had a spare. A helpful 
resident of the house we were stopped in front of 
provided a floor jack making the job much easier 
than it would have been using the original jack 
supplied with the car. We were quickly back on the 
road!   
      
Cheers,  
Pete

http://niahc.org
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https://healeyclub.org/content.aspx?page_id=60&club_id=215328

$80.00
$20.00

http://niahc.org
https://healeyclub.org/content.aspx?page_id=60&club_id=215328
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