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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
President's Message

Hello Everyone,

Fall is in full swing reminding us that winter is on 
the way. I really miss those warm summer days! 

I look forward to seeing many of you at our 
upcoming Holiday Party on Saturday November 
19th at the Pier and Back Porch Restaurant.  

We're already looking ahead to next 
spring and planning our first spring 
activity - a drive/luncheon in the 
Huntington area.

Cheers,

Pete

W
HAT’S 

INSIDE A Blast from 
the Past! 
Funkhana! At Pokagon 
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Kurt and Vella Andersor 

John and Rita Eslinger 

Mark and Anna Firnhaber 

Dante and Teresa Kobek 

Tim and Phillis Renz 

Pete Van Blairicum 

Diana Hoffmeister, 

NIAHC Members attended a beauitful fall color 
tour thourgh the back roads of Southwest Michigan 
on Saturday the 22. Temp was awesome, 77 degress 

perfect top down 
weather.  

We left Heritage Square 10:30 in Granger and 
toured the counrtyside to Three Oaks for lunch at 
the Featherbone Bar and Grill. 40 members of both 
clubs enjoyed a great lunch. 

After lunch 
another 
backroads 

trip to Round Barn Winery for wine with 
music by JR Clark Blues Band. The Brits 
didn’t stay. There was an 1-1/2 hour wait for 
tables and they lected to go on, but 6 of us did 
stay an enjoyed the rest of the day. 

The group then went on the drive, going past 
The Old Rugged  Cross Church in Dowagiac Michigan, then back to Granger for 
good-byes!  Thanks to Randy and Larry for putting on a great drive.   
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Fall Colour Drive  
with the BRITS
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    NEXT EVENT NIAHC Party 

Nov 19th 1:30-5 Saturday: 
NIAHC Holiday Party in  Syracuse, 
Indiana. Same as last year! Oakwood 
Resort in the Pier at the Back Room. 
Don’t forget to bring a 
gift to the exchange 
and we will also have 
some games for you to 
win some prizes. Santa 
going to be busy! 

Don’t be a TURKEY, RSVP to 
pvanblaricum@att.net

Tech Tip 

When putting your car away for winter it is 
recommended to have the gas tank as full as possible. 
This reduces the amount of air in the tank which 
contributes to a loss of combustibility of the gas. This 
recommendation comes from a representative of 
Country Mark Oil Co., who spoke at a conclave at 
French Lick several years ago.  

Happy Healeying!

mailto:pvanblaricum@att.net
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Hello again, fellow Healey folks! I can’t believe 
it’s time for the November news letter already, 
but it is. Oh, well… 

For this installment we will be examining four 
photos kindly submitted by the John and Rita 

Eslinger. Although there is some minor disagreement about dates and 
venues, we are in agreement that they are pictures of some of our club 
members taken at some time in the past. Luckily, we have a club historian 
who will be able, I’m sure, to put things in the proper perspective. 

Photo #1 was probably taken at Mid-Ohio Raceway in 1990 during the 
Healey Challenge which was taking place that year. Shown in the picture are, from the left, Malcolm Terry, Frank 

Heathcote, Nancy Summers, John Eslinger, Lottie Terry (most of 
her), and Rita Eslinger. There are some who disagree, holding to 
the idea that the picture was actually taken at Auburn, when the 
club was there in conjunction with the annual Kruse Spring auction. 
If anyone can shed any light on this it would be appreciated. 

Photo #2 shows Andy Needler taking a measurement of the 
distance of Chris Needler’s Healey to a pylon to determine how 
close he was to it, this being one of the metrics used to decide who 
would be the winner of the gymkhana under way at the time. 
Looking on from the car is young Michael Needler, with Ray Bartel 
in the background. I think the 
picture was taken in 1990 or 
‘91, probably at Spring 
Round-up at Pokagon State 
Park, our go-to place at this 
time. 

Photo #3 shows Mary Needler 
driving their Healey 3000, AKA the Mouse Nest Monster in the above-
mentioned gymkhana. Helping navigate is son Michael. Chris Needler found 
this Healey in a farm outbuilding north of Fort Wayne in 1983 and resurrected 

it. It had been there a long 
time and was full of mouse 
nests (and mice). Hence 
the name. 

Photo #4 is a nice group shot of a number of club members. 
From the left they are Bret Mauk and family, Andy Needler, Jon 
Needler, Ray Bartel, Monica Needler, Julie Needler, Rita 
Eslinger, Chris Needler and Michael Needler. That’s Ray’s 1960 
BN-6 to the right with a red Healey (maybe mine) next to it. It 
wasn’t raining yet, marvelous to relate. The Canadians who 
would come down for Spring Round-up always called us Fort 
Rain for some reason. They were funny guys. 

Well, that’s it for this installment. If any of you have any good 
pictures of past club events and would like to share them with us, 
please email them to John Eslinger, along with a paragraph or 
two, and he’ll get them published. You’ll be famous! 

      Until next time, stay safe. 

       Jon Needler 
       Club Historian 

A BLAST FROM THE PAST
Club Historian, Jon Needler
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LOCAL MEMBERS DICK AND ROSE
MELDRUM’S 1972 MGB OWNED SINCE 1979
Many of you have probably seen Dick and Rose's 1967 MGB, but 
did you know that Dick purchased 
the MGB in January 1977 for $150 at 
the fun age of 17. Besides not 
running, the car had been damaged 
in an accident. Dick and a buddy 
rebuilt the engine themselves and 
body work was done by classmates 
in a high school body shop class. By 
September of that year the car was 
on the road, just in time for Dick to 
drive it to college. Worth noting is 
the car has overdrive, an option few 
MGB's came with. Hats off to Dick 
for holding on to his MGB for all 

these years, as most of us had cars 
in our younger days that we now wish we had held on to!

LOCAL MEMBERS MARK AND ANNA FIRNHABER
1957 AUSTIN HEALEY 100-6 ENGINE REBUILD

Mark and Anna continue to improve 
their 1957 BN4 with a complete engine 
rebuild. After disassembling, 
inspecting, and measuring, needed 
replacement parts were ordered. 
Engine is now at a machine shop in 
Hammond In. Completion by the shop 
is expected to be around two months.
While all of this was going on with the 
Healey, the transmission in their 1969 
TR6 failed. This was really unexpected 

as it was rebuilt a couple years ago by 
Quantum Mechanics in Connecticut. The 
transmission was removed and returned to 
Quantum for evaluation. They quickly 
repaired and tested the transmission in about 
a week's time. Transmission was reinstalled as 
soon as it was received and is running and 
shifting as smoothly  as ever!

MEMBER’S CORNER

Welcome 
New Members 
Jennifer Davis 

Ben and Sharon Eisbart

http://niahc.org
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Vintage Magazine Advertising

The advertising industry is ever-changing and 
evolving. And, as political, social, and economic 
dynamics shift, so do the ways in 
which we consume media and 
interact with brands. But, as we 
know the more things change, the 
more they stay the same. Let’s take 
a look at the advertising tactics 
that BMC,  Lord Calvert, and 
Healey used in the 1950 and 1960s 
versus today.

http://niahc.org
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Sunday, May 21, 2023,- 
Friday, May 26, 2023
Plantation on Crystal River
9301 W Fort Island Trail
Crystal River, FL  34429
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